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B Increase of FDI flows to Arab Countries During the Pandemic Year

The Arab Investment and Export Credit Guarantee Corporation
“DHAMAN” revealed that foreign direct investment inflows to
Arab countries increased by 2.5 percent to reach $40.5 billion by
the end of the 2020 pandemic year.

According to the Corporation's annual report on the investment
climate in the Arab countries, these investments represented 6.1
percent of the total inflows to developing countries, and four
percent of the total international flows amounting to about $999
billion during the same year.

It also showed the continued geographical concentration of
incoming flows to Arab countries, as the first five countries
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accounted for 95 percent of the total inflows. The UAE came first
with $19.9 billion, followed by Egypt with $5.9 billion, Saudi
Arabia with $5.5 billion, Oman with $4.1 billion, and finally
Lebanon with $3.1 billion.

With regard to geographical distribution, North America was at
the forefront of the most important investors in the region in terms
of cost, led by the United States, which contributed 22.4 percent
of the total investments. These projects were geographically
concentrated in the UAE with 347 projects and in Saudi Arabia
with an investment cost of $10.4 billion.

Source (Asharq Al-Awsat Newspaper, Edited)
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B Saudi Arabia's Trade Balance Surplus Increased by 52%

The surplus of Saudi Arabia's foreign trade balance (oil and non-
oil) increased by 52 percent on an annual basis, during the first
four months of this year (from January to April 2021).
According to the data issued by the Saudi General Authority for
Statistics (governmental), the trade balance surplus amounted to
$25.4 billion. While the surplus in the trade balance of Saudi
Arabia during the corresponding period of 2020, amounted to
about 16.7 billion dollars.

The value of merchandise exports (oil and non-oil) increased by
23.1 percent to $75.7 billion, while imports rose by 12.3 percent

42 By g sl At b salll gy o pdgiad)
Ly QUL Ll bl (A pail) OsSn Laiy (idl)
) sl (g3 of ey WS LA 3 7.5
U GG Ldlall ~ LY g b als i) )
0S5 o gl s -] s (5350 el e
e DIa o it ) gl 458 agul)
Copaiad Lallls aff Uine el ple Jing Aliall daud)
O Sl e Gl Gld gasmall ola) i 2 LY
Nagria lginh (38 Cige agad)

(uj.n:u ccd Z\,uﬂ\ é}a) Jaal)

B Global Economic Growth is Expected to Accelerate by 5.9%

The Swiss investment bank “Credit Suisse” expected
the global growth to accelerate in the coming months as
countries gradually reopen their economies, leading to a
recovery in revenue growth and re-employment.

In its investment forecasts for the second half of 2021,
Credit Suisse expected the global economy to grow by
5.9 percent this year and 4 percent in 2022, driven by
the expansion of vaccinations, financial stimulus and the
expansion of services recovery.

It also expected the United States to achieve a growth
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to $50.3 billion. And the value of "oil" exports to Saudi Arabia
rose by 20.7% to $54.5 billion.

Oil prices were significantly affected during the past year as a
result of the outbreak of the “Coronavirus” on global demand for
crude, which is the main source of income for Saudi Arabia, but
it has since recovered, exceeding $75 at the present time.

The commodity trade surplus (oil and non-oil) of Saudi Arabia
fell by 59.9 percent during 2020, amounting to $44 billion,
compared to $109.6 billion in 2019.

Source (Anadolu Agency, Edited)
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rate of 6.9 percent this year, while growth in the euro area
is expected to expand by 4.2 percent, and the growth in
Asia, excluding Japan, will be 7.5 percent. The economic
expansion is also likely to lead to a sharp rebound in global
corporate earnings growth, which is set to fuel the stock
market. Stocks are expected to be the asset class that will
outperform over the next six months and up to a year.
Noting that as long as profits continue to be on the upside,
history indicates that stocks will make their way up.
Source (Al-Arabiya.net Website, Edited)



